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— CHARACTER — 



Hina Nakamura 

Hiro and Paiki's 
younger sister. 

R third-year middle 
schooler preparing 
for exams. She lives 
in Sendai with 
an aunt. 


Chi-chan (Chihiro) 

Mao's friend. 

She likes Oda-kun 
and confessed to 
him, but was turned 
down. Her second 
attack on him was 
successful. I v > 


Sugimoto-san 

She works with Hiro. 
She’s a reader of Mao’s 
online novel, going by 
the user name "Radical." 
She confessed her 
feelings to Hiro, but 
was completely rejected. 


Paiki Nakamura 

Hiro's little brother. 

In his second year of 
high school. He moved in 
with an uncle after their 
parents died, but he has 
decided to return to the 
Nakamura house. He's in 
the same class as Mao^ 


Hiro Nakamura 

Businessman with 
jusewife tendencies. 

childhood friend, 
seen working to protect 
ime ever since his parents 
in his third year of high 

_j|. He's watching over the 

house, hoping to once again live 
and brother. 


Mao Motomiya 

Second-year high school 
student. Without a place 
to call home, Mao moves 
into Hiro's house. Mao is 
secretly writing an online 
autobiography under 
the pen name Kukai. 
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— STORY — 


' I N 

After her father gets remarried, Mao feels like she no longer 
has a home and moves in with Hiro. Hiro's younger brother Daiki 
also moves back home, and the three of them live together. 

The Motomiya family and the Nakamura family went on a joint 
vacation to Sendai. There, Hina, who had constantly refused to 
return home, finally answered Hiro's wishes. What’s more, Mao heard 
the words she’d been waiting to hear from her father: "Come home to 
us." She's finally able to go home. 

The time for Hiro and Mao to share their feelings with one another has 
finally arrived, but just then, Mao’s birth mother appears before her.,.?/ 














Hello! It's Taamo. The 
stu-P-P I write here in 
this chat space is always 
awkward because I'm 90 
awkward at small talk. A 
I have so much trouble /{I 
tweeting that even I'm / v| 
getting bored o-P me. I r 

l-P the timing matches up, 

I might reply to you. I-P 
you'd like that, please -Peel 
•Pree to get in touch with 
me! It's (Btaammoo! 

Also, I'm sorry as ever 
about my bad handwriting. 


Taarr\o 











Withdrawing 








Thi-5 15 +he 5ke+oh -Por 
+he drawing I did a page or 
50 ago. I usually make +hing5 
more 5ke+c.hy, bu+ I +hink i+ 
bo+her5 my edi+or-5. I'm no+ 
a5 good a+ drawing men, 

50 when I have +o draw them 
i+ +ake5 +wioe a5 long a5 
i+ doe5 -Por girl5. I 5+ruggle 
over Hiro +he mo5+. ' 















































































































Mom. 
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So I really 
can't see 
him again, 
then. 



Actually, your 
father had doubts 
as to whether or 
not you were truly 
his child. I've been 
worried about that 
all this time. 






























































But... then 
it would be 
the same for 
yui-chau... 


. yuFchan.actually 
is m yfe a'd's real 
daughter... 


Don't worry/ 
You're definitely 
your father's 
daughter, lOO 
percent/ 


r - - 






j| Mr 



I'm sorry, ) 


M ; 



Mao/ ( i 





























































































































*Worry 
me." 


I finally 
managed to 
come home, 
and I really, 
really don't 
want to make 
him worry. 


















Pud she's ...is my ...that But. 

all alone. mother. person... 



I truly 
believe that 
she's a selfish 
person. 

































what that 
feels like. 


...know exactly... 


Rnd I... 
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It's been ten 
years since you 
abandoned me. 











































































Mao- 

chan? 




















I know better 
than anyone just 
how much a helping 
hand can save you. 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I'll go get 
you some 
water. 





































































































you're 
pathetic. 
How old 
are you? 


You 

stepped 
on my 
foot/ 


Sorry... 

I drank a 
little too 
much. 


Thanks. 


Did you 
get in touch 
with Mao? 


She seemed 
kind of down 
at school. 


fQri 





fpP 



mymi 

Yeah, I 
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can tell. By- 


/ // y y 
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\NATURAL LOVEY-DOVEYNI 



























































































































































































































Everyone's 
waiting/ If you 
dont come, 
it’ll be time 
for bang-bang 
punishment/ 






































































































Mao, 
it's your 
favorite. 
Beef 
bowls. 


Let's eat / 
let's say 
grace! 


Just 
hurry up. 


Dinner's 
going to 
get cold. 


' Everyone 
would have 
ignored me 
and acted 
super careful 
, around me. i 


...Yu!-chan 
would have 
taken my 
seat. 

































































































































































65 
































■ 



Thanks, 


They 
call that 
birth 
pangs, 
I think. 


couldn't 
bring myself 
to spend 
time with 








































Tell me 
about it. 


/ The mam 
character has 
managed to 
create this new 
home, and It's 
very precious 
to her. 


But she 
has a blood 
relative who 
lives very 
far away. 


Rnd that 
person Is 
living all 
alone. 


So they 
ask the main 
character 
to come live 
with them. 



























But the 
protagonist 
fundamentally. 


...she 

knows how 
miserable it 
feels to be 
all alone. 


She can't 
ignore this 
other blood 
relative. 


But I don't 
know what 
someone's 
supposed 
to do in that 
situation. 


i don't 
know if 
it'll do you 
any good... 


...but can 
I tell you a 
story about 
myself? 


...wants 
to stay with 
her precious 
new family. 


























Because 
of that, my 
mother-your 
grandmother, 
Mao-chan- 


Your father 
and I both 
have children, 
right? 


...was ver> 
opposed 
to our 
marriage. 


chose. 


She hasn’t 
come to 
visit even 
once, has 
she? 


I imagine 
it was a 
shock to 
her. 


I 'Tin not \ 
accepting what 
you're doing, but 
I want you to 
know wherever 
you go, you’re 
. my daughter ." j 


But even 
so, when I 
was leaving, 
she brought 
me a boxed 
lunch and 
sent me off. 


...your 
father over 
my mother. 





















































































Which 
means 
that either 
decision is 
the right 
one. 


fls long 
as their 
feelings 
get across, 
it'll all be 
okay. 


So did 
that help 
at all? 


More than 
enough, 
I think. 


Thank you. 
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In 

Kukai- 

san's 

novel... 


R girl 
whose 
parents 
die finds 
herself 
with 

nowhere 
to go. 


She ends 
up living 
, in a big 
house with 
a man 
named 
Takashi 
and his ; 
dog , 

Croquette ?. 


fhapsj 
what it's 
about. 


The only thing 
she lived for was 
getting home 
and taking a hot 
bath every night. 


Kaoru was 
someone 
whose heart 
was' dosed t 

I wM j 1 


But while 
she's living 
with Takashi... 
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E3 INCOMING MAIL 

EE3 1^1 

ej 

U Yuzuno Mom 

SBI 



How do things look for 
tomorrow? 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































94 


























































































































































































































...and pushed 
me along. 



...soaked 
into me... 


I had 
no idea 
there'd be 
a day when 
we'd face 
each other 
again... 


...or a 
day that 
we could 
smile 
together 
again. 
























































































































































































































































































































I will always 
be hoping 
for your 
happiness... 


Just like 
you were 
always 
thinking of 
me, I'll be 
thinking of 
you. 





















































...you've 
grown up. 


_ 


...it's not 
because 
I raised 
you. 






Hi 
































































Hud 

then you 
wouldn't 
Have to 
worry, 
Mao. 


.thank 

you. 
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always been ... that 

searching For. I had... 


It was Her warm 

something... breath as 

she spoke. 


The nostalgic 
scent of my 
mother. 






































































































































































Welcome 

Home. 


Pinner's 

ready. 
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you because I 
wanted you to 
be attracted 
to me. 

















































































































































ntern Light 








































































































































































































































































































































“This place must be 
relaxing for Takashi, too,” 
Kaoru thought as she 
embraced Croquette. 


That house used to be a 
magical place. Even when 
she was sad enough to 
cry, she always laughed. 
She always thought there 
had to be an invisible 
wizard living there. 




MAIN CAST 

MITO KOMON 

Mitsukuni Mito - Kotaro Satomi 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Sukesaburou Sasaki - Ryuuji Harada 

* 

Kakunoshin Atsumi - Masashi Gouda 

FULL CAST 

O-En of the Gale - Kaoru Yumi 

Shrewd Hachibee - Sanpei Hayashiya 

Yashichi of the Pinwheel - Takashi Naitou 

Shinyoshi - Masaki Izawa (Episodes 1-11) 








































































































































































































...reminded 
me of my own 
childhood. 


"It's 

pronounced 

'Kukai.'" 


Kukai. 


huh? 


The imagery 
of Kaoru and 
Takaehi'e 
childhood... 



















































































































































































































































































KUKAI 

( 774 - 835 ) 

Kukai was born in 774 in the present-day Zentsu-ji precincts in 
the province of Sanuki on the island of Shikoku. His family were 
members of the aristocratic Saeki family, a branch of the ancient 
Otomo clan. There is some doubt as to his birth name: Totomono 
(Precious One) is recorded in one source, while Mao (True Fish) 
is recorded elsewhere. Mao is generally used in modern studies. 
Kukai was born in a period of important political changes with 
Emperor Kanmu (r. 781-806) seeking to consolidate his power and 
to extend his realm, taking measures which included moving the 
capital of Japan from Nara ultimately to Heian (modern-day Kyoto). 












































































































































































































































































































































































































...to be in 
here all alone. 



































































































































































































I'm 
happy 
For you, 
Hiro... 


Everyone's 

finally 

coming 

home. 
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\nroJ-J 



Even though 
I'm not a 
zombie and 
my head's not 
spinning, I'm 
at that stage 
of exhaustion 
where I'm 
broken down 
completely. . 


It's been a 
white since 
I've slept, 
after all. 


That's a 
relief... 




|jj! , 
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SH 

\ if 

Jf f; 


€-l 






















































































































































































































































































































































Did you 
go on the 
walk? 









































































































,1 missed 
you. 


I missed 
you, too, 
Mao. 





. : 



: , ■ :\. A i_ 
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...followed 
Sugimoto- 
san's advice 
and reread 
the novel 
that Kukai- 
san wrote. 


/ If I hadn’t, ' 
then I never 
would’ve realized 
something very 
important, j 


Fm glad I 
reread it. 



































What I really 
want is... 


What 

you... 


.want? 




























































































































































































































































What 
are you 
saying?/ 
You're 
going 
home to 
be with 
your real 



































































































































Because 
I love you* 
Hi ro.,./ 


Rnnouncement 


I want 
to be 
with you, 
Mao. 


/«the 
spring of 
my 17th 
year, I fell 

■ love in $9 
house, \ 


Reason - ^ 


It can't 


can’t 
say it 
aloud 
any¬ 
more., 


Until 

you came, 
I was all 
alone. 


...okay 
to s till 
love 
him? 


I was 
lonely... 


It's 

strange. 


It's super 
gross that 
you read a 
weird online 


' That 
was pay¬ 
back. 


Mao, 

it's because 
you're here 
that I can do 
my best. 


It's 

because 
I love 
Mao. 


They were trapped by their individual feelings. 








The two of them have loved one another, 
treasured one another... 


..and 

finally... 


HO USEl.SU N-:i3 

' i' 

Finally, the climax/ 
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